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spirit into war as some Prime Ministers on either side
were found willing to do, or could easily be prevailed
upon to do, in that disappearing time. Nor would it be
just to regard Cobden as an advocate of peace at any
price. No man detested war more than he did; no one
distrusted a war policy as a means of benefiting humanity
more than he did; but he knew that there were prin-
ciples which must not be yielded even at the risk of war,
and he always admitted that some of the purest patriots
the world has ever known found themselves driven at
the last to draw the sword. I have never known a man
more willing to make full allowance for the conditions
in which other men were placed than was Richard
Cobden. But with the wanton war-spirit he had no
manner of sympathy; and for a reckless War Minister
of whatever State he had no manner of respect.
her out of her immediate distress and enabled her to
